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confirm their general morality—to adhere to their accepted and
traditional customs. It is of course a little disconcerting to find
youths of sixteen or eighteen years of age studying advanced
trigonometry in the English language in a state of complete
nudity, though the question of dress is less disconcerting than
the fact that they are studying trigonometry at all. It really is the
height of absurdity that these young tribesmen should not be
instructed simply in what will be of use to them. They do of
course, get some technical instruction, but trigonometry and
kindred subjects are compulsory because a knowledge of them is
required should a pupil desire to continue his education at one of
the Government schools, or enter an Indian University, The
teaching of trigonometry to naked savages of the Naga hills is
typical of the Educational Department of India, which appears
so often to have no imagination and still less sense of humour.
The Nagas eat the flesh of animals that die a natural death*
The most appreciated food however is dog, and many puppies
are sold for this purpose in the local markets. A most relished
dish is obtained by feeding a dog on rice, then killing the dog
and extracting and eating the rice,
The Naga language varies in different districts, no doubt owing
to want of communication amongst the tribes, for not only do they
inhabit a country almost entirely covered with impenetrable
jungle but there are often blood feuds which prevent, or diminish
contact* Kohima is their principal village and contains over a
thousand houses.
The Naga men and boys wear a " topknot" of hair on their
heads but the girls* pates are shaved until they marry. Both men
and women adorn their necks with beads and stuff a quantity
of junk—brightly coloured feathers and all sorts of odds and
ends—into their much perforated cars. There are many
Christian converts. They appear not to lose caste amongst the
tribespeople but there is a general strong objection to the
abandonment of old traditions and tribal customs which a change
of religion naturally involves, an objection more social than
religious. The missionaries are Baptists and totul immersion is
insisted upon at baptism. The converts fear excommunication
which the missionaries find to be an excellent measure of
discipline and a satisfactory preventive to sin. As we were
walking through the village I saw a nice-looking young Naga
rise ^and slink away, shamefacedly, at the approach of the
missionary. He had been forbidden to attend communion,

